To: President Barroso

From: Balkan Policy Institute

Re: COM(2009) 5343

Your Excellency, Mr. Barroso

Regarding the communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council, entitled “Kosovo - Fulfilling its European Perspective,” published in Brussels on 14.10.2009, we are encouraged by the expressed commitment of the European Commission to support Kosovo in its European future.  We also commend the Commission’s willingness not to leave Kosovo behind its neighbors as the Western Balkans progresses towards the EU.   
Through this letter we want to express our concern regarding the Commission’s position which upholds the approach of diversity on recognition, but unity in engagement (Page 4). While we note that it is crucial for all EU member states to engage in supporting Kosovo, it is our opinion that the Commission should express its desire to see unity among EU member states towards recognition of Kosovo. We fear that the political and practical consequences of the lack of such unity are great. Striving for a unified stand on recognition is the single most effective way to support Kosovo in its path to EU accession and to improving the livelihood of its citizens.  We consider that EU’s commitment to Kosovo should be expressed in engaging Kosovo in its integration mechanisms, instead of the substitute mechanisms, as is the practice until now.
Also, any new trade agreement between the EU and Kosovo should not create a sui generis situation in which Kosovo is kept in limbo and is denied the proper treatment its neighbors enjoy. 

Thank you very much for your attention.

Signed by: 








Date: 15.10.2009

Seb Bytyçi
Executive Director

Balkan Policy Institute (IPOL)
